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Speakers: 

Mahnaz Afkhami is Founder and President of Women's Learning Partnership for Rights, Development, and Peace (WLP), Executive Director of Foundation for Iranian Studies, and former Minister of State for Women's Affairs in Iran. Born in Kerman, Iran, she founded the University Women’s Association of Iran and served as Secretary General of the Women's Organization of Iran prior to the 1979 Islamic revolution. 
Viviane Teitelbaum is the President of the European Women’s Lobby (EWL), the largest umbrella organisation of women’s associations in the European Union. She is also President of the Council of French-speaking Women of Belgium, an umbrella organisation comprising more than 60 feminist organizations. Currently she is an active member of Brussels Parliament, where she is chair of the Advisory Committee on Equality between women and men.
Annette Lawson is chair of National Alliance of Women’s Organisations in Britain and Co-chair of the UK NGO CSW Alliance. She has an Order of the British Empire for services to diversity and is founder and Chair of The Judith Trust, which works for better lives for people with both learning disabilities and mental illness needs. Ms Lawson is a sociologist and former VP of the EWL. 
Seema Gaikwad is the Regional Advocacy Advisor-Asia & Pacific, VSO International.  Her long experience in the development sector is based on her focus on people-centered advocacy, campaigns and communication, program planning, implementation, monitoring, and capacity building. She has provided support to grassroots and national organizations in India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Philippines, Laos, and Cambodia, Indonesia. Her current position focuses on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment and the MDGs.  


Kate Lappin is the Regional Coordinator, The Asian Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Development (APWLD) in Thailand, a network of 180 women’s rights organisations and activists covering 25 countries of the Asia Pacific region. APWLD works to build the capacity, knowledge and impact of women’s movements in Asia Pacific. She has worked to promote women’s rights and justice for almost 20 years. 

Moderator:
Pauline Torehall is currently working at the European External Action Service in Brussels, the foreign policy branch of the European Union, focusing on gender issues. She has previously worked with humanitarian aid at the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has had a long career in communication as well as television journalism working for American, Danish and Swedish television companies. 

Background:

Whether critical or optimistic, it is evident that the nature of CSO engagement has served to enrich the dialogue and debates surrounding the Millennium Development Goals. At this side event it will be discussed how CSO organizations have been able to contribute to the achievements of the MDGs concerning women and girls. 

To effectively engage civil society actors in the development policy process is essential, but to identify which roles and opportunities are available for civil society is a challenge. To identify the political space or institutional channels available for acting in meaningful and sustained ways is also a complex issue. Since decentralization and regional planning are key factors in facilitating MDG achievement (for increased investments in local infrastructure, service delivery and economic development), addressing these challenges is an essential as part of any MDG-based strategy. The political space necessary to move CSO concerns forward will also be discussed at this event.

Bringing civil society actors into the consultation process adds an important dimension that is too often absent even when stakeholders from other sectors are actively engaged. What is unique about civil society actors is that they belong neither to the state nor the private sector. Civil society organizations provide one of the more formal channels for ensuing community concerns are heard and addressed. The existence of CSOs can help to make the state more accountable and fill the vacuum created when leadership from government is missing. Practice has shown that CSOs can play a critical role in making sure a government’s development promises are fulfilled — and when they are not, that policy changes are made.

Participatory governance focuses on deepening democratic engagement through the participation of citizens in the processes of governance with the state. The idea is that citizens should play a more direct role in public decision-making or at least engage more deeply with political issues. Government officials should also be responsive to this kind of engagement. In practice, participatory governance can supplement the roles of citizens as voters or as watchdogs through more direct forms of involvement.
Fundamental features of the future post-2015 framework are accountability, transparency and effective review of progress. The new framework provides a great opportunity to establish a set of actions which significantly increase the ability of people to participate in policy choices that affect them and to hold their governments accountable for progress on poverty eradication and sustainable development.
On the inclusiveness of the post 2015 agenda consultation process

2013 was characterized by very broad public discussion and consultations on what the new post 2015 agenda should look like.  This represents a real departure from the way the MDGs were developed, which was much less open.  It has included 11 global thematic (inequalities; health; education; governance; conflict and fragility; growth and employment; environmental sustainability; hunger, nutrition and food security; population dynamics; energy; and water) and 80 plus national consultations, together with a global survey My World, led by the UN Development Group, consultations led by UN Regional Commissions, and grassroots initiatives such as Participate which focused specifically on the perspectives of the poorest on post-2015. 
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