EVE ENSLER a guest of the Center for Women’s Studies   Zagreb, Croatia
Eve Ensler, an American writer and activist, participated in the roundtable Sexual Violence in the War and the Prosecution of the Perpetrators of Sexual Violence during the War in Vukovar, and also visited women’s organizations in Belgrade and Niš.
 In Belgrade she held a seminar for the Network “Women against Violence” and participated in the artivist program My Body – Shame or Power in the Cultural Center Rex.

 In Niš she led a ‘vagina workshop’ with Rada Borić for the activists from Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo. 
The Vagina’s Monologues, which has been performed for 14 years as part of V-Day in the region, were staged in the National Theatre in Niš – actors  Ana Sofrenovic and Katarina Gojkovic from Belgrade joined activists from Serbia.   600 people has seen the performance, while many were left without a ticket. The audience joined Eve in her pledge to end violence against women.
During her stay in Croatia and Serbia Eve announced a campaign to end violence against women 
One Billion Rising. 
Join the campaign: http://bit.ly/y1GNWA
More:

Vukovar: Roundtable Sexual Violence in the War and the Prosecution of the Perpetrators of Sexual Violence
Although the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia has established that rape in the time of war as well as sexual harassment constitute war crimes, in Croatia, even after two decades, the victims of rape are still awaiting justice, recognition and support. 

In Vukovar on April 3, organized by the UN in Croatia and the City of Vukovar, supported by the Office of the President of Croatia and moderated by the presidential advisor Zrinka Vrabec Mojzeš, a roundtable was held on the issue of wartime rape in order to draw attention to rape victims and motivate state institutions to respond to the victims’ needs and punish the perpetrators of crimes against women.
The roundtable speakers were Luisa Vuton for the UN Croatia, the Minister of War Veterans Predrag Matić, and the representatives of the Ministries of Justice, Health, and Social Policy and Youth. Neither victims nor civil society organizations are satisfied with the work of the ministries that are supposed to take care of victims and/or prosecute criminals. They warned about the inequality of support that is granted to Croatian veterans and about the complete absence of institutional support and benefits for victims of sexual violence. Marija Slišković, president of Women in the Homeland War Association, warned that victims of wartime rape and sexual violence in general have no special status or special rights, while the perpetrators are still at large. The testimonies of two women who survived rape in the wartime Vukovar only confirmed how important it is to support the victims. Referring to her own experience of giving counseling to victims from Bosnia and Herzegovina in Medica Zenica, Marijana Senjak spoke about the necessity of a comprehensive approach to victim recovery, and Vesna Teršelić from Documenta warned that up to now only 17 prosecutions in Croatia dealt with cases of sexual violence, and that only few verdicts have been passed, and most of them in absentia.
The roundtable was also attended by our dear fiend Eve Ensler, an American writer and activist, author of The Vagina Monologues, a show that raises public awareness about violence against women. Eve, who visited Croatia during the war on several occasions and supported the Center for Women War Victims, spoke about the need to empower and support the victims so they would take on leadership roles in their community. V-Day is a global movement to end violence against women founded by Eve 14 years ago, which supports women around the world and is particularly invested in providing support to rape victims in D.R. Congo. She also invited everyone to join the global campaign to end violence against women One billion rising (for more, see www.vday.org).
Last year, the Center organized a V-Day performance of The Vagina Monologues for /with women with disabilities at the Museum of Contemporary Art.

Eve Ensler's speech in Vukovar: www.youtube.com/watch?v=ee_szCPWnmk or UN Croatia
Eve Ensler’s visit to Belgrade was organized in collaboration with the Network “Women against Violence,” the radical feminist group Amazons and the feminist art-activist group ACT Women (Art Club Taboo Women). Thus on April 4 Eve talked with the members of “Women against Violence” and Amazons. She talked about wartime rape, especially that in Congo, but also about the need not to create a hierarchy of pain. Activists shared their thoughts on activism, the fight against violence which is often invisible and exhausting, but also about the feeling of satisfaction when women manage to live a life free of violence. Eve spoke about the City of Joy in Bukavu, Congo, as an example of a good practice – women who had been raped but who became empowered and leaders in their communities.
In the evening, the activists from ACT Women organized the ARTistic program “My Body – Shame or Power” in the Cultural Center Rex, founded as a laboratory for studying new cultural fields. It was once more shown how important the transposition and relationship between art and activism is. Two performances of The Vagina Monogolues featured Vesna Bujošević and Biljana Stanković Lori (Fens Theatre and ACT Women), and wartime rape and women’s organizing and resistance was discussed by Lepa Mlađenović, Rada Borić and Eve Ensler.
With her directness and a passionate speech on the necessity of changing the patriarchal paradigm of power, Eve Ensler won the audience over in the crowded Rex. The program was moderated by Zoe Gudović and translated by Ana Imširović Đorđević.
Eve and Rada ended their visit to Serbia in Niš. Two women’s organizations – Girl’s Center and Women’s Space (organizers of FemiNiš, the festival of women’s activism and art) – hosted the gathering of activists from Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo (with the support of Kvinna till Kvinna).

“We live in a patriarchal world, we live the ‘penis monologues’, so I decided to create the ‘vagina monologues’ in order to give women a voice. It is not against men, but for women,” said Eve Ensler, author of The Vagina Monologues, at a press conference occasioned by the performance at the National Theatre in Niš.

In the afternoon of April 5, Eve and Rada led a ‘vagina workshop’ in which around 50 activists had an opportunity to talk about their sexuality, fears and desires. In the evening, all of them joined the audience at the National Theatre, which was too small to accommodate everyone who wanted to see the Niš performance of The Vagina Monologues.
The Vagina Monologues was read, aside from the activists from Girl’s Center Niš and Women’s Space, by the actresses Ana Sofrenović and Katarina Gojković, who had already performed the monologues in Belgrade (as part of V-Day at the Yugoslav Drama Theatre and Atelier 212).
http://www.juznevesti.com/Kultura/Veliko-interesovanje-za-Vaginnine-monologe.sr.html
http://www.studnel.com/kultura/vaginini-monolozi-daju-glas-zenama.html
http://www.studnel.com/kultura/vaginini-monolozi-daju-glas-zenama.html
