
@EuropeanWomen 

#Beijing20 

#EWLisboa 



• Viviane Teitelbaum, President of the European Women’s Lobby  

• João Afonso, Deputy Mayor of Lisbon on Social Rights 

• Margarida Medina Martins, President of the Portuguese 
Platform for Women’s Rights PpDM  

• Poems by Susana Gaspar 



• UN Women Executive Director – video message 

• Presentation of the main outcomes of EWL Beijing+20 report by Pierrette 
Pape 

• Teresa Morais, Portuguese Secretary of State of Parliamentary Affairs and 
Equality  

• Marino Di Nardo and Elena Falcomatà, senior experts, Italian Presidency of 
the EU  

• Virginija Langbakk, Director of the European Institute for Gender Equality 
EIGE 

• Gertrud Aström, on behalf of the Nordiskt Forum 

• Ana Gomes, Member of the European Parliament  



“I was in Beijing in 1995 and for me it was extremely important. It changed my 
life to see the power of women coming from all over the world. After that I was 
more engaged in gender equality and women rights. From that time on, I got 
more interested in topics such as violence against women, female mutilation, 
gender-selective abortion in India.”  

Tonny Filedt Kok, EWL Board member, The Netherlands 





Did you know that...? 
 

• 1 in 10 women in Europe doesn’t have access to 
care in the 1st months of pregnancy. 

• Abortion is still not legal in Malta, Ireland, Poland 
and Cyprus. 

• Women are twice as likely as men to commit 
suicide a attempt. Amongst them, immigrant 
young women are at particular risk. 

 

We demand: A holistic approach for the 
highest standards of wellbeing and health 
for all 



• Positive developments: the European 
Parliament adopted strong resolution calling 
for a strategy on violence against women and 
the adoption of the Nordic model on 
prostitution. 

• Negative developments: services to protect 
women and girls are under threat because of 
lack of political support or financial cuts 
(hotlines, shelters, legal aid, rape crisis 
centers, women’s organisations). 

 
We demand: A Europe free from 
violence against women 



In the section « Human rights of women », 
we have decided to have a special 
emphasis on migrant women and the 
need to protect their human rights. 
We highlight good examples of action by 
EWL members to empower female asylum 
seekers, or support migrant women in 
setting up their own business 
 
We reaffirm:  
Women’s rights are human rights 



Did you know that…? 

• Women tend to travel in a more sustainable 
way than men. They are more likely to be in 
favor of policy measures to reduce energy 
consumption. 

• However, women are very few in high-level 
positons dealing with climate change: 34% in 
environment, 20% in transport, 17% in 
energy 

 

Women as agents of change for a sustainable 
people-centred world 



Did you know that…? 

In 2013, the total of global military 
expenditure surpassed 1700 billion USD. 
The same year, containing and dealing 
with the consequences of violence cost 
the world 9,8 trillion USD, which 
accounts for 11,3% of global GDP. 
 

We mobilise for a culture of peace and 
respect for women’s human rights 



• Building the equality house: a sustainable and 
strong EU architecture for women’s rights and 
gender equality 

• Women’s economic independence: the 
foundation of all rights  

• The female factor: empower women, eradicate 
poverty 

• Parity at all levels of political and economic 
decision-making 

EWL demands 



EWL demands 

• Mirror, mirror on the wall… for a fair and equal 
representation of women in the media 

• I am a girl: equal and non-stereotypical 
education throughout the life cycle 

• Her future: empowering the girl child for the 
future of women’s rights  

 



Challenges 

 Good EU policies but don’t transform into change 
 Lack of gender mainstreaming in all EU policies 
 Climate of conservatism and anti-feminism 
 Masculinist movements + male dominated media 
 Weakening of institutional mechanisms for gender equality 
 Financial cuts threatening women’s organisations 
 Impact of neoliberalism & consumer society on women and 

girls 
 Persisting stereotypes: shift of mentalities urgently needed! 
 Diversity of women’s needs and situations 



Opportunities 

 Renewed feminism in Europe 
 Involvement of men 
 Social media mobilisation 
 Feminist economics + alliances: beyond GDP? 
 Towards a global citizens movement 



 



“Another world is not only possible, she is on her 
way. On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing”  

Arundhati Roy 
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